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AN 7 
ANSYV ER 
Middleſex Jultices, 

Dated the 2oth. of December laſt, 
Touching the SUPPRESSING of 


CONVENIICLES 


Which Order is here conipared with the At of the 22d | 

.of this King, on which the. ſame is Grounded. - Wherein it » 

will appear that the ſaid Order is Lame and Inſufficientfor any 
Conſtable,or other Officers to A by. 


BEING 


An Anſwer to a Letter received from a Friend in Middleſex, 
Wherein is alſo laid down fome DireCtions to the Officers touching the 
Execution of that Act, according to the true intent and meaning of +: 
that Law. - 


Dn —C 


By D. R. 


A— —Y 


S1R, 
Aving Received yours, with the Incloſed Order of the 
Middleſex Juſtices in Print, — the Suppraling Se- 
itious Conventicles, and having gs as 


the ſame. as far 


my 


(2) 
my weak capacity will allow me, Imuſt give you this ſhort An- 
{wer, as to the Validity of the Order and Warrants Hued out 
by thoſe Juſtices, relating to the Law of the 22d of this King, 


. hoping that hereafter you may receive a more. perfeft Anſwer. 


from a Lawyer more experienced in thoſe Aﬀairs. -» . 

Firſt for Anſwer, I muſt fay ,' as my Judgmeat,it cannot bur 
be a wonder toconſiderate men, thar fuch an Ordet, and at this 
time a day, ſhould be put forth, in cafe the ſame did-agree with 
that AQt (which I whollydevy. it doth), ff wecoalider but theſe 
two things. 

The one is,the ſenſe of the Nation dechredby our Repreſen- 
tatives in two or three late Parliaments, wherein by their Uinani- 
mous Votes, they have not only declared in favour of the Diſfen. 
ting Proteſtants from the Church of Exglend, and Ordered Bills 
to be brought in for Repealing of all Laws mage againſt them, 
but- have-aWo Voted ir dangerous to the publick. {afety of the 
Kingony, to Proſccyte any Proteftant Daſleaters upan any. Sta- 


-rute whatever, or tq that cffef, as you'raay ſee. by the Vote 


following, viz. 


Keſolved, That it is the Opinion of this Vouſe,. that 


the P2oſecution of Proteſt aot-Diſſenters upon the. penal . 


Laws its at this Time grievous tothe Subjet; a weaſten- 
ing of the Proteſtant Intereſt ; an encouragement: to-Pope- 
ry, and dangerons to the e of the Btngdom, | 
Nov certainly it this be ſo, then the ſentiments of wy cr 
ces,and the whole Commons of Ezg/asa, do vaſtly differ; .tor by 


this Order ot the Juſtices, you will find they look upon fuch. as. 


are 1: oteſtant Diſſenters, to be a danger tothe Kingdom, and a 
diſturbance of the Peace; and the Juſtices, by this Order,do feem 
to hint as 1t there were no other danger but from them, the Pa- 


_ having ii:pped theirNecks out of theCollar. Now, Sir,this 


eing the Caſe, the Juſtices being of one Opinion, and the Parli- 
ament of another, it may not be amiſs for thoſe Officers that exe- 
cute thoſe Juſtices Warrants, to conſider what may fall out 
hereafter ; however, all I ſhall ſay, is, That I take the whole 
Houſe of Commons Judgment to be of much more value than 


$00 Juſtices of tbe Peace,though backedby as many Privy-Coun- 


{ellors 
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Tellors, But I know fome Pagſons that love to undervalue Parlt- 
ament, wall readily tell you, as in truth it is, that Votes and 
Intentions of the Houſe of Commons are no Laws till paſſed the 
Houſe of Peers, and the Royal Aſſent; we grant it true, Votes 
are no Laws;but when a Law is found burdenſome 2n4 grievous 
£0 the Nation, as the houſe of Commons thought in this caſe it 
was, then might not the Parliament makea beginning to Repeal 
them, and if they want time to finiſh what they had ſo begun,is 
not the judgment of the whole Nation to be taken notice of be- 
fore a fewſingle men,be they in what capacity they will? Certain- 
ly heretofore Votes in Parliarnent were held a great deal more 

acred, and it. may be yet they may be found ſo hereafter: Re- 
member the caſe of Juſtice Treſilian, who was Hanged for put- 
tinga Liw in Execution that was in it ſelf Deſtructive to the 
well being of the People of England. 

+ But in the next place, theOrder of the | ſeems ſtran 
as to thetiming of it;for now, in all haſte the Fanaticks muſt 
Proſecuted upon this Law, though thought by the laſt Parlia- 
ments to be an obſolete Law, and Deſtruftive in its ſelf to the 
common good. I would fain know of theſe” Juſtices, Whether 
there was ever yet for this 20 years laſt paſt, any jot or tittle of 
damage to the King and Kingdom; by conniving or ſuffering 
the Diſſenters ro/mect to ſerve God in their own way ; or if there 
was any damage, then, Whether it happened fince the Votes or 
before ; If ſince, then I confeſs the Votes ought to ſtand for nc 
thing,and the people puniſhed that did the wrong; but if none, 
what can be ſaid why all ofa ſudden it muſt be done now, when 
we are affraid of being ſwallowed up with Popery every day , 
unleſs it be to haſten Popery, by deſtroying the Prote#ants? tor 
ſure no honeſt man of common fence will ſay, To beat down and 
ſuppre{s Popery, mult be to tear in ſunder'the Proteſtant Diſſen- 


ters ; but if it be ſo, which I take for grantee, that the Proteſtant 


Diſſenters have behaved themſelves as well rowards the King 
and Kingdom ſince thelaſt Parliament, as they did before, then 
can ſee no reaſon for this eager Qrdez,unlefs it be on purpoſe to 


oppoſe the Parliament and to fly in their face; to let us ſee that 
we will boldly fly in tlicir faces, and ryrannize over them, - when 


"© 


(4) 
they cannot Vindicate themſelves, but lct that reſt for a while. 
- But Imakeno doubt that the Adverſaries of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, being the Papiſts, are very buſie andappear diſguiſed ia 
every Court and Corner, and will be ready enough to lay by and 
by, Oh but it is a Law, and you muſt conform to the ſame ; and they 
that will not obey the Law, are not fit to live, eſpecial Nopncontor- 
ic 


miſts, the Phenaticks, ſuch as go to Conventicles,8&c. Now I would 
ask thoſe Loyalliſts (as they are pleaſed to terme themſelves) 
though they ſcarce know what the word means, If there are not 
more —— amongſt thoſe that call themſelves true 
Regular Conformilts, then there is of the other, jf all the Laws. 
made againſt them ſhould;be but as ſtriftly taken notice of, as 
the Conveaticle AR is now by.this Order of the Juſtices, for to 
inſtance in but two or three: Laws made about the Clergy. And 
the firſt is their Noz-Reſidence and Pluralities: ſee the Statute of 
21 H;8, which faith, , Z hey ſhall reſide at the Benefices, &c. which 
to obey, to a_great many.of them, is impoſſible, for ſome of 
them have four or five Benefices, and it is impoſſible for them to 
live at all thoſe. places at once, unleſs they could divide them- 
ſelves as they cantheir Texts, In the ſame Statute it is ordain- 
ed, That ng Eccleſtaſtical Perſon ſhall bave more than one Benefice ; 


yet we ſee.they have many. . 


There is another Statute of King James, that commands that 
an the 5th of-November the ACt .of Parliament ſhall be read in 


every Church by them, at, before, or after Divine ſervice, for 
Celebrating the day of Thanksgiving for the dilcovery of the 


Powder Plot. Now if the Juſticesſhould make an Order for rhe 
puniſhment of all the Clergy that have not obſerved 'to read 
that Aft intheir Churches,on the 5th of November, T very much 
queſtion whether there would not be more Nonconformiſt Mi- 
niſters conformed of the. Sons of the Church; than thoſe that are 
now to be Proſecuted {or holding of.Conventicles ; but again, as 


+2. tothe very At of Uniformity made in thus Kings Reign, it 1s 


there expreſſedly- declared, that no other Form or Ceremony ſhall be 
uſed bat what is _— in that Att, and in the Book of Common 
Prayer annexed ; yet if you pleaſe to look irito the AR, and the 


Book, you will find that the Conforming Clergy do not con- 
| forme 
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form tathat Law neither.; for hey uſe divers Ceremonies that 
arenot there, and omit much pf wha L Viers: witneſs their gq- 
ing up to the Altar as they callir; to tead ſecond ſervice,and giv= 
inga ReverendBow there. = 
Then'their coming out of the Pulpit after Sermon, as ſome 

of them do, and reading fome Prayers out of the, Book in the 
Pa or « the Altar again, and giving the Bleſſing not in _the 

alpit at all. | HOT FAS, i A_— 

Then in their ſetting the Communion-Table at the Eaſt-end 
of the Church, Altar-wiſe, Eaſt, and Weſt, in ſome places, with 
glorious Coyering, and Railed in as an Altar, when as it ought 
| t0;be ſer North and South , and in the Body, of the Church or 
convenient place, with a clean Linnen Ctoth.' | And then as to 
their turning'their Faces all of 2 ſidderr to the Eaſt , turnin 
their Breech upon God Almighty ; and Bowing at the Name 0 
Jeſus, yet not at the. Name of God or Chriſt. Pray in what 
plage may theſe things be found in that Aft, T would be very 
"earls, would give areaſon of this Non-Copformity., or Over- 

-onformit | 


y, which is the fame' in (triftnels. 

But, Sir, if you cooſider there is not only a Noncnnformity 
amongſt the Ckerpy in thefe Points, /but. alſo. a Nonconſormiry 
in diversof the Lay-men too;;. as . for inſtance , . Svearing and 1 7-cob- 
Drenbeaaeſſy they are really agiinft _— Laws as. well 'as 355. 
Comventicles,/and as much aguinft the Good of rhe King ,” and cap. 7. 
Peace of I as any thing 1 the world can be:- > Gn 

And then 1n the next place, all the Ale-:ſes and Fanbeepers 
in England are-all Nonconformiſts too ; agiinlt expreſs Statiites 
bath of King Jam:s;King Charles TandthisKing, which Laws fay, 
| That no Alt-houſc-keeper or Vittualer in England, fſball fell the 
| beit ſtrong Betr and Ale' for more than on? Penny for a full Quart, . 
| and two res of ſmall for one Penny. 

Yet I believe there.is ſcarce one this day in Exzland obeys 
thoſe Laws, cough they-are inas much Force.as the Conventicle 
AR, and ought (by the Juſtices gaod leave) to be as ſeverely 
proſecuted as well as divers other Laws, which for. Brevity I 
forbear to mention,:-therefore ſhall fay no more of this matter, 
bur come to the Order it (elf, and confider how well it is ſuited 
with-the AQt,- | : Re gn OS 


| - HP M$! 

_ Firſt, The Order tells you , "That whereas, it wai Hu MajeBics 

Expreſs Order if the 140} December, That il Camventicls ans 
ofÞ 


Meetings ſbould 'be ſuppreſſes, &c. 50 would His Majeſty , no 
doubt, haye all the other Laws put in Execution for the good of 
His People, and they,as Juſtices, ought tohave known and dong 
their Duty, if they | had no ſuch particular/Order as they are 
pleaſed to mention,” and to put all thoſe other Laws, again 
Swear ing, Drunkenneſs, Pogiſh Recaſams, and againit Pare 
dence and Pluralities, and againſt Clergy-wmen that pretend to b, 
the Onely Sons of the Church, and yet have new Inventions 
that the Att never heard of; and alſo ta take care,that the Lays 
_ againſt Viftualers ſhould be put in Execution , many other 
Laws as ſerviceable as this of proſecuting Conepticles can be ; 
But the Order goes on, and tells us, A# Unlawful Meetings apon 
pretence of Religions Worſhip. Now TI ſhall crave leave, betore 
I proceed any further, to ſay that the ;AQﬀ doth not intend to 
diſturb any perſon that meets #7/y ro warſhip God, but ſuch as 
pretend Religious Worſhip, and under that Notion diſturb the 
Peace and Quiet of the Kingdom, which I never yet heard any 
of the mm ant Diſſenters ever did at their Mectings,and there- 
fore a Queſtion will ariſe, Whether the. AQ ofthe 22th of this 
King, there being now no other, ip force againſt Conventicles, be 
an AQ that cao diſturb any that really,do worſhip Godin their 
Meetings quietly and in reality, and not make it a pretence of 
Religious Worſhip. - | F | 
In the next place the Order tells us, ( viz.) It i this day. Or- 
dered, &c, That the Laws for Supprefſing all Conventicles and(Un: 
lawful Meetings , upon pretence *  Religiow W orſbip within this 
 Connty,@c. And that the ſaidFuitices do uſe their. utmoZt endeavor, 
&c. Now Iſuppoſe that this Order was made by the rg of 
the County themſelves, and for the ſame Juſtices to delire them- 
ſelves to do Juſtice, in my Opinion, ,,, 1s to-put,a Doubt or 2 
Diſtruſt upon their Worſhips, And. that which ſeems moſt 
ſtrange , is the General Order it {elf grounded upon this Act, 
when in the A&t ir ſelf there is na Colour nor Warrant for any 
ſuch General Order, but only that in caſetherg be any Unlawful 
Meeting in any County, Precin&t, or Diviſion,and be proved up- 
_—_ md — _ - ts , « = _ — = -- =—— —þAb--; 


(G75) 
on the Oath of Two Wimndſes 6 the Tuſticey in manngr-and 
form, as by AR is direted,then the Juſtices ſball grant their 
Warrants to the Conſtables, &s, to-ſeize and levy the Penalty ; 
hut how this AC will, fupporg ſuch a Genexa! Order made on 
Suppoſitions Without aty Witneſs gf Particulars, as worthy to 
be conſidered by the Reader... 1 
'! Then:the Order, goes D, (viz ! And to the intent this good 
work may be efettually per ormed, It # farther Ordered, That War. 
"gh be ntage and direded t4 the Conſtables, &c. within this County 
name, cOmmattding them, and every. of them. within their Pa- 
Lov , Div were $90.4, every of them do make 
ligent j wn of” all the Conventicles aud Unlawful Meetings in 
their ſeveral PrecindFs, &c, Now this Order ſeems to have no 
manner of relation tothe Att or thing intended , for the Act 
oe a9 ſuch DireCions either to the Juſtices, or the Conſta- 
 bles, to obey.any ſuch Order ;. for though, the AQ .commands 
the Officers, | that xhey [half execute any Warrant ſent by: a 
Juſtice,to ſeize any Perſon or his Goods the Perſon ts Con- - 
victed, if the Officer or Conftable have knowledge thereof b 
o8d Information ; yet it ſays nqt one word that the Conſtable 
all, gxecute-any Warrant , . or tize a-Perſon .or his Goods at 
Randomupota General Warrant, unkefs the Juſtices mean b 
_ this Order, that the.Conkablgs and Church-wardens, &c. mult 
be common Barretors, as well as turn Informers ; neither of 
which, by. that Att, can they be compelled unto , which I ſhall 
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, bither by the Party, 

| Witneſſes, &c. .towmakea KReco2d.of every ſuch offence 
yh Le ons therr Yands and Seals, &c. Ar Reco2d : 
fo made, as afv:efard; ſhall to all intents.- &c. de-taken 
to be afulk and perfectConviettore ;and the ſaid : 
Juſtices; 02 Wagtftrates, 8c. ſhall tmpoſe on every ſuch : 
Offender the ſum of 5.5,foz.futch fi By which it: 


—_ " FF STS wya- 


=: 


be law- 22 Car. 
of Sect. 1. 


= 74 FO = EO 
plainly appears, in” this Claufe;, thar the Party mult be firſt 
| Convifted \, before 'the Conſtables or Urder-Officers can exe- 
| 'cute the Warrant for the firſt Offence.; and if the Record muſt 
be made, *then it follows, 'that the Perſon Convifted muſt be 
named ; but how this General Order ,,- or, General Warrant will 
.juſtifie the Conſtables, I leave ll ney to judge; and execpt 
the Juſtices carfſupport theft Order,and Tich General Warrants 
'by any other part of the Statute, this, I am ſure, is fo far 
from enabling the Conſtables to aCt according to Law in the 
"Caſe, that 1t hath not the Jeaft.femblance of it.; for by the 
Aft, ' the Witneffes muſe be the Toformets, and give 5n . the 
"Names, in order to'Convift the Party: But in'theſe procecdings 
| of the Juſtices, the Conftables,&c. muſt turn Informers a aioſ 
| their Neighbors, to find themſelves work to ſeize them and their 
| "Goods , which no Conſtable or Officer can do by this Law, yn- 
| leſs we can find ſome-other Paragraph in the AX thar will Tyic 
| - *that Order'; © thetefore I fhall-proceed and confider another 
| ' Clauſe in the AR, which ſeems, at firſt, to be more preſſing up- 
[Se8. 11. 0n the Conſtables, &c. that 1s Seftion 11. * 


4 

. And be it further Enatted, &C. T bat if any 
"Conſtable, 8C. who ſhall know, or be credibly in= 
formed of any ſuch Meetings , SCC. held within 
| bis Precini{s, SC, And ſbal not give Information 
thereof to ſome Juſtice of the Peace, SCC. And en= 
dexvor the Convittion according to bis Duty , but 
ſuch Conſtable, 8c. ſhall wilfully omit the pep 
.ance of bis Duty,” and be "thereof Convifted im 
| manner aforeſaid , he ſhali forfeit for every ſuch 

& | Offence the Sum of 5 1. to be Levied, upon bis 

. | -, - Goods and Cbattels,&C.... | .. 5.7 15 
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aſt 

a 

ul cincts,- beforethey are obliged totake norice or look 
Pt Glauſets far fhor 

1ts Precin&ts / 


areN ; 
ſhort ſtice, ſhould wholly neglect his 
z yer! ive he runsno hazard at all as to ' 
the , nor an os, wo 
Conftalleſhall he con- 
on Jun ap | --dr1 by d[Jagyy. nor I What 
) er the'Cvriſtab to bepreſecuted for the, 5:4 mikatiou'd 1p the 
Ir A, for net doing whit the Ad mr ++] aha 
Rs ae Cn en Ro 7 
bound to goand enter | ; iſes nnadviſedly,”, In the gth Sc. 9+ 
i of thit AG, "y06 will dad ulie iophrerao pon; ſeivier break Open 
cr afty'Meeting, of take any ary rye go gong TY be 
P- made tothem reſpeRively underTheHandaod Scal of any. orc Jultice of | 
Peace, of Wis Partieular 1nfotrgatien: or :Knowledge-of ſuch - tinlawhiul 
Meetings 3. Soare the expreſs words of the A4:hn Isſtices Order, » 
here they ſeem to'command the Conſtables rodaall without Certificate, or 


) | any thingelſe,/a»the At direQts; /but in fs Nees Ke com- 
h - mayds the Conſtables, oy eee er ce Names; and. $ noms 
- and Places of Abode of thoſe that fave Preached withina it paſl, 
7 © or ſhall Preach before the next Quarter Seſſions in any Conventicle. or. y3- 
_ hwful'Meeting4' alfo, the Chriſtian'Names -and-Sis-Names of: the ng 
; ble that Frequent the {aid Conventicles. .., Now-upon 
« matter, thisdoth not only command the Conſtables 'and others, to 
= | © be Infotmers;bmt coacradidts borh thei&& and it ſelf ; for the Act warrants 
t [. no ſiich-thing,the Altallowing no more, bar-if there be ſufficient Witneſs, - 
then both the Jultices are to convict, the Officers to Execute, for the firſt 
" Offence 5 5. peece; the ſcrondOvnviction-2o 5. a peece, and incaſe in the 
fecond Conviction, inſufficiency of the Hearers, then-to the vallue of 16 &. \. 
Z upon ſuch #5 were preſent, inſtead of thoſe not able, but by theway, aud 
F - with the Juſtices leave, for the: firſt Offence by this AR; there can be n0 
} ' more leyiet than 5 5. upon Pooror Rich of the Hearers,: nor ſhall any An- 
* fiwer but for themſelves till the ſecond ConviCtion 3 and might-it not be 
replyed tothe Faſtices by the Conſtables, -how ſhall they get theſe perſc mz? 
- togive them their Names ſo exattlybefore the next Quarter Seflions, 28. 
- the Orcer GireRs; fo as the Conſtables may deliver themcrucly to the Ju--- 
- : » l þ + >< 


p-this 


a _ 
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- into the Meeting if they are refuſed entrance, and ao ather ways - 


( 10 | 
ſtices on theif Oaths, a$is expreſitd in the Order; fyppoſewrong;Names 
be given to the Conſtables, muſt chey Swear tochem-to Convict the Meet- 
ers ? and what if the Perſons withnos give them their Names, ' farithat the 
Law forces no Man 20 give bes Mame +9 Convict aimfelt? and-ic may not 
be amiſs to conſider furcher, -that the Conſtables, af they /tura Informers, 
muſt rt Divine Service was feed @ that Moeting 


all-che time of their being together» zwhich cannor mol. be G&worg, v 
by 1riſþ Witneſſes 3! and without they do provehet, it is Gi 
withim the Law: - ' T 5.10 1 ) 3-24 | | 
In the next place [the ' Order 'rommtands to make 2 trpe return-of the 
Names ſo taken to the Juſtices of 'the- Seflions,, in Weiting,, of ſuch. Per- 
ſons as * Preathiand be arGoiventictcy,'4he dayb the: Place 
where they were held, andthe Offictexito projie ls bog @atbs fp thejeng 
ſuch Conventiches maybe convicted 'acqariling 69:kaw; Now: nhat. Lay 
theſe Gentlemen mean I knowaiot, cFamſitre icoannot be the Gonyenticle- 
Adt, for that.commands none of the Coxftablts 05-ather Officers ta Swear 
againſt any. And this may be ſaictof the: Drder ingeveral, Thacmere, it, gat 
an Order of Seſſons;it raightþo taken; tobe forte bpoR Men to SWeapagd . 
looks like-an Invitation to 'Barrabry;/ on @t Jeaftſer - 
"Tradeof Swearing ; and as 20tThat part whichcotmnends Niablos 
return the Names/to them at the Setlbons, them is 10 pretence in the Aft 
to warrant ſuchaCommand./ 1 10 4 5 2 ones hn of 
Therefore as to the __ _ __ the Seſlions, and their vw 
therenpon tothe Conſtables, fent ce High Contiebles, whe 
-are commanded* to aft according torthat hr emma og 
not the: kaft ground inthe Qrders, nos can.theGouſtah or 
"Headburroughs Anſiver the ſame in cafe they-fhould turn | 
Fioned hereafter, nomore:than ſonic of the Juſtices of the Feage) of 4 
dleſex can anſwer the ſtopping [ndiftmems/from-being foun! by the-Grapd 
Jury at Hick? Hall about-three orffour Sefitons which was.10, bald on 
Atrempt andStab to the Common aw, thizl darcafivmdſhere wps 
ſo great an Offence committed by aoy Juſtice err Sen ly eek 
Enzland. " S | 9:13 16307 15041 
Thas having given you my'Opimon! of-the Order, and cargparceh the 
ſame a lirrle hh the bo | bal go ona hirtle-further- $0 ſhew what. ,the 
Conſtables and Officers Dnties are.upanthe:At. And fix, þ do Fi « 
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' the Conſtable receives a Warrant to ferze-any. Perſon convi 
' toodey it and go with the Informers ta feive The Perſon; - bot :never 


if the Perſon be in any Houſe that is ſhut,and the Doors refuſed to. be open- 
ed, the Conſtable hath no Power to break it open, nor to ſtand by.whale it 
is done, unleſs it be where there is a Meeting, and then no more Þyt;to 
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ACt bear them out in, nor is it the Conſtables work to be anInformer, bit 
to keep the Peace, and if any Conſtable have a Warrant from a Juſtice to 
£0 to Soph wie BanDobiting » to take the Names of the Peo- 
le, who not give their Names, the Conſtables nor Juſtices cannot 
rce them, nor are they bound to be over forward in asking, for the A& 
appoints no ſuch thing; nor are the Conſtables or any ynder Officers obli- 
ge to enter intoany Meeting-houſe to diſturb them, unleſs that firſt they 
ve a Certificate under the and Seal of ſome Juſtice of the Peace of 
ſuch Meeting, which appears plainly in the gth Paragraph of that ARt.. 


But admit ſach a Certificateſhould be made of a Meeting had or intended ge, 


to be had, conſider how dangerous a thing this will be to the Conſtables.or 
any under Officers to ſeize Perſons in the Bme Meeting,for how can hethat 
comesto ſeize the Perſons, tell but that thoſe very People there, met,,is ac- 
cording to the Liturgy and PraCtice of the Church of England. And i ,i 
beſo, that the ſame Pome pd om rey dp rye in a 
. manner, asare inthe Church of &, then it is moſt plain that the ſame 
' is no Conventicle, and ſo not within the compaſs of the Law.Now it 
not be amiſs to conſider what is uſed ror Service in the Church of 
In the firſt place Prayer is uſed in the Church both by the Common- 
Book, and without,in the Pulpit ; then Singing of Pſalms, then a 
Now if the Meetings do perform nothing but theſe Exerciſes, it canaot 
this Att be made a Conventicle, and if there be any Meeting in Engl 
that doth notall or the moſt of thoſe Duries, then let the Addleſex* 
ces and Conſtables do what they pleaſe with them, and if they do al 
LO oP one of them may be omitted, yet I think it cannot | 
made a le,for the words are, viz. /n manner then ' 
40 the Liturgy and Pradtice of the Church of England ; and how any 'Of 
can Swear or Prove that Prayer, Preaching, and Singing of Pſalms 
the PrzRiſe and Uſage of the Church of England, I know not, 
leave them toconſider the Conſequences. 
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